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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A on horſe-races, &c. Mr Wilſon, the chief mana- 
er of the Theatre, came and purchaſed one of them. 
e did not come with that temper and politeneſs, that 
ight have been expected, from a gentleman of his pro- 
flion ;, but rather in the character of a Demetrius, whoſe 
aft was in danger—He pgſtively declared he would 
wer it the next week, and hoped I ſhould buy his 
wer. I promiſed faithfully, to. do it A paſſage in 
e book of Proverbs immediately occurred to my mind. 
e that anſwereth a ma ter before he heareth it, it is folly 
d ſhame to him, Pro. xvii. 13. Mr Wilſon*. declared he 
ould anſwer my pamphlet, before. he had read it. 

On Wedneſday the 13th inſt. we. were informed, at 
e foot of a play- bill, that a comedy, called the Hypecrite, 
as in rchearſak On Saturday night, I was favoured 
ich a bill for that play, giving an account of the 
thod they deſigned to purſne, in acting it on the ſtage, 
n Sunday morning I fixed on. a paſſage in the play- 
Il, for my text in the evening: As J had to preach in 
morning and afternoon, I had- not much time to 
nk on my ſubject. I. drew the out- lines of my dif- 
urſe, and kept as near to them, as J poſſibly could — 
lelivered my ſentiments without difguiſe, to a multi- 
e of hearers; and endeavoured. 1% commend the truth 
every man's conſcience in the fight of God. Moſt of the 
ay-actors were preſent. 


FEW hours after I had publiſhed my pamphlet 


—On Tueſday evening the 
th, they mutilated and ated the Hypocrite, I am 
ably informed, that the pit and boxes had very few in 


&3 * them. 
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Civ 7 
them. The gallery was about half full Many that; 
tended were exceedingly diſſatisfied. Some obſeryg 
ih that the Play-aCtors themſelves were out of temper, 
'F ſeeing · the · houſe ſo badly attended; and concluded i 
| an hour ſooner than uſual. . They promiſed to. act jt 
1 {econd time on the 24th; but finding /i77/> gain arif 
from their former labour, they wiſely gave it up. 

The ſubſtance of what I delivered that evening, is ea 
1 tained in theſe pages. It is natural to ſuppoſe, I have; 
mitted ſome things, and added others. I hope my pul 
. liſhing this ſermon, under the bleſing of God, will by 
mean of contributing to the advancement of true chi 
| N. e are very much miſtepreſentei as a people, by my 
rhat call themſelves chriſtians.” If they would teaſe 
judge of us, from v4gye-and idle reports, examining 
doctrine and manner La life by the word of God, thi 
would have a more favourable opinion of us, than t 
have at preſent. | | a 20 
We are not bigots in relig on. We offer to pious py 
fons of every denomination, tne right hand ot fellowſti 
If we cannot agree, with them in one points, (Which 4 
not eſſential to ſalvation) we can ive then in the be 
of a pure goſpel. God is our witneſs, that we are fi 
ing todo good according to our ability, to perſons if 
every. party. H they ſhould cure us, we will bleſs the 
If they hate us, we will love them. If they deſpiſe ull 
perſecute us, we will ee their ſalvation. If 
call us hypocrites, frols, enthufraſts, and madmen, 'we n 
rejoice, that we are in any reſpect counted worthy, tof 
fer for the ſake of the Lord Jeſus. 
May the Eternal Jehovah attend this /77?/e auort wil 
particular bleſſing to all that read it; that they may! 
happy in the enjoyment of true religion here, and 5 
ith Gad in glory for ever! Amen. 


—— . — 
1 - — 


— 
* as aeeonot . — 
— 


Aberdeert, 27 Dec. 179.3... A, KILHA 


1 | 


hat ; — EI PELORA 


ſerve FE ka 
I LAV BILL, for the 17th of Dec. 1793;. 
& i In the City of Aberdeen. | 


' Ariſy | 
« Cibber, after expoſing hypocriſy, concludes his ex 
ellent Comedy with this remark. — What, becauſe 
vou have been impoſed upon under the fallacious ſhow 
pf anſtere grimace, will you needs have it every body 
g like him, confounding the good and the bad, and 
onclude, there are no truly religions in the world? 
cave ſuch raſh conſequences. to fools and libertines; 


' 18 C0 
nave 
ny Pl 
ill be 
chal 


7 Ma: us be careful to diftinguiſt between virtue and the 
ceaſe ppearance of” it; Guard, if poſſible, againſt: doing 
ung onour to bypocriſy-3 but at the ſame time let us al- 
d, Mo, there is no character in life, greater or more 


an d aluable, than that of the truly devout; nor: any thing 


more noble or more beautiful, than the fervour of a: 

Jus pe 8 
acere piety.“ 

OW ſl 

wich 4 


e DC 


HEN our bleſſed Redeemer preached publicly, 
he ſometimes choſe a paſſage from the Old- 


re | ſtament, and ſometimes ſpoke from little occurren- 
{ons he met with in his travels: His - ſermon on the 
ſs t unt, is an-explanation'of the moral law——the Jews 
Di a perverted its meaning in many things; but he there 
Ir d 


ws, in a very clear and glorious light, the length and- 
adth of the divine command. | 8 
One of the evangeliſts informs us, when be entered 

d the temple on à certain occaſion, he opened the 
1 Teſtament* at a paſſage in the prophecy of Iſaiah, 
] after he had read it, explained its meaning toalt: - 
t were preſent, He ſhowed how that paſſage was? 
ticularly fulfilied in himſelf.—— But he frequently; 
ght the people, without enlarging on any text of 
ipture. Many of his public diſcourſes took their riſe 
m different things he occaſionally met with. It: 

uppoſed, his parables were delivered in reference to? 


A Parti- 
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to their hearers. They ſpoke as the Spirit gave the 


Unce it became cuſtomary for miniſters of every. den 


r 6 1 
particular ſubjects, which his hearers were well acqua 
ted with. 

The Apoſtles trod in their maſter's ſteps: ſometing 
they explained the ſcriptures of the Old-Teſtament, a 
at other times ſpoke from particular things which thy 
met with, in journeying from place to place. While, 
Paul was in Athens, waiting for his brethren, as hey 
viewing the city, he met with zbzs inſcription on onef 
their altars; To the ummoun God. When a. numb 
of the citizens were aſſembled together, he took this 
his text, and preached in a very ftriking aud beau 
manner from it, . He told them, God was the Mak 
of all things: - him they lived, and moved, and h.. th 
being. All the Apoſtles followed the ſame method 
their public diſcourſes: read over the ꝗcts of the Ard 
lee, and you will find the truth of what IL. have, now 
ſerted. 

Robinſon of Cambridge, (that very great and learn 
advocate for religion) informs us, that, many ages aſt 
the Apoſtles, miniſters of the goſpel did by no . mea 
confine, themſelves to the preſent mode of preaching, 
They very often explained paſſages out of the ſcriptm : 
and often treated on other ſubjects, which were-famili 


utterance. If they treated on any ſubject that was un 
vected with the word of God, they brought {cripture| 
back what they delivered,” They appealed to hel 
and. to the teſtimony. Their diſcourſes were eſtabliſh 
on the foundation of Meſes and the prophets, Jeſus aut hi 
ſelf being the chief corner flone.. 


The ſame author informs us, that it is only a few, ag 


mination, to take paſſages of ſcripture, and explain t 
to theig hearers. This method is mow. puriued 1 in m 
— the goſpel is preached. 

We find even now very learned and judicious d 


of different perſuaſions, on extraordinary occaſions, le i 
ing the. old braten traci, and only taking texts of ſcripu 

as mottos for their diſcourſes. This is frequently des 
ia charity and funeral. ſermons. Many excellent or. 


I 


. 
- — 


T 1 
cquai have been delivered on theſe occaſions, which had 
connection with.the mottos they bore. And in ſome: 
es, even mottos themſelves have been diſpenſed with. 
\ few. years ago, a paſſage in one of our public pa- 1 
s informed us, of {1x young men being expelled the 
verſity of Oxford, for their heing fingularly picus.* 

clergyman of the eſtabliſhment in this nation, choſe. 
t paſſage for his text, and preached an excellent ſer- 
n from it. He obſerved, in the beginning of his diſ- 
irfe, that many miniſters took paſſages of ſcripture 

their texts, but their ſermons had ſiitle of the word 
od in them. He would venture for once to take a 
agraph from the news- paper, and explain and inforce 
y. the ſcriptures of truth He has done this to the 
faction of chriſtians of every denomination. The 
aver is a ſermon, that ſhould be in every library. _ 

have this night ſtepped out of our ordinary way, and 


net if. 
nt, a 
ch thy 
/ hile? 
he v. 
n one 
numy 
this f 
beauti 
b 1 th 


thog | 
Apo 
now 


learn ſen for my text, a paſſage iu the play-bill, which will. 

zes alWſIcirculated through this city to-morrow. At nine 0 

 . meal laſt night, a gentleman was kind enough to ſead 

hing JW me. Do not be ſhocked, , my.dear brethren, at my 

iptu ng a text from a play- bill. I hope, in the courſe of | 
fam ſermon, 70 juſtify. every thing I advance, from the 

ve the d of God. — That you may properly underſtand 

as nc words, I ſhall divide my ſubject into three parts. 


n the firſt place, I ſhall deſcribe the character of an 
ocrite. Secondly, ſhow, that we ought not to con- 
d the good and the bad together: we ought. carefully 
iſtinguiſn, between virtue and the appearance of it: 

but fools and libertiues will mix theſe together. 
L laſtly, ſhow, that the truly pious. and devout,- is a 
tand valuable character: the fervour of his piety. 


pturet 
the.lu 
abliſhe 


int ble and beautiful. | ö | 
in m e all Ano, that God only can bleſs this ordinance- 
E s. Let us intreat him to meet with us at this time, 
divi cauſe his bleſſing to reſt on our ſouls. Help, m 
Pp brethren, in your. prayers. If we mutually plead” 
(criptut ith: 
ly den 


nt oral m informed, a new edition-of the Shaver will ſoon be publiſhed ; 
indee.. A number of them will be ſent to this city. The Ser- 


: a valuable piece, and may be read with advantage, by all ſorts» 
ons. 
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condemns in his word? Will they not vo, and-call( 
no longer walk in the counſehof ' the ungodly, fland inf 


way of ſinners, or fit in the ſeat of the ſrornfid ; and 
after, this ſplendid profeſſion, are they not found engu 


been lite a tuo edged ſword to their ſoul, They now. 


© Wenn 
ih God for his ſpecial preſence, and the influence 
his Spirit, he will enable us to worſhip before hin 
the beauty of holineſs. | 

In the firſt place, Iam to deſcribe the character q 
Eypocrite. Mr Sheridan informs us, the word mg 
one that difſembles in religion or 7 I fhall. end 
vour to deſcribe an hypocrite, according to this de 
tion. To make the ſubject as clear as I-poſhbly ca 
Mall explain it in the following particulars. 

1. If a man profeſs that he is convinced of the ei 
ſin, and declare he loaths and hates it in his heart; if 
vor he will renounce it for ever; and appears earn, 
what he affirms; if this man be eaſy aud unconcen 
about his ſtate; if he continue to- violate the laws of| 
Maker, either ſecretly or publickly, he is an hypo 
Are there not very many, who do openly profeſs, 
fin is exceedingly ſinful to them, and yet at the ſame ti 
indulge themſelves in every thing their heart deſin 
Do they not profeſs they hathand abhor whatever is d 
trary to God, and yet live in the practice of what 


76 qvitneſs, to the ſincerity of their heart, that they y 


in the very things they have vowed againſt ? Whoever 
ſwers this character, ig a hypocrite before God, and 
hypocriſy will find him out, to hig ſhame and corfuſun 
Face, in due time. | 

2. Many will profeſs their conſcience is awakened fi 
its /inftl ftupor. They have found the law of God lik 
hammer, breaking their rocky heart. The goſpel! 


What a bitter and evil thing it is, to depart from God. 
forrows of their heart are multiplied. They have m 
day nor night, by reaſon of their fin. Their foul is fot 
down, that they can only ſay, Oh awretched man t 
am ꝛuho ſbali deliver mefromthe body of this death? When 
converſe with them on theſe ſubjects, you would ſupp 
they are ſinoere in their proteſion, But all who are 

| qu 


now feel the burthen and guilt of ſin removed. | 


things, which are by no means conſiſtent with their g 
. feſſion. They have ſome end to accompliſh, by d 


things are paſſed away ; behold, all things are become n 


- according to the word of God. But if you could 
low theſe: very perſons, into their families and bujm 


' profefs to be ſlain. Their anger and pride are frequ 
- makifeſt, to their family and neighbours. It i 
height of hypocriſy in them, to declare, they are 
. faved from ſinful tempers. + Ab 1 
6. Many profeſs, how much their ſoul burns 


have none in heaven or on earth that ſhares their If 
with the Almighty. ' And they have ſuch a v 


to the words of Jeſus Chriſt 3 If ye love me, keep m 


deny himſelf, &c. they are found wanting. If they dt 
break many of the precepts of the moral Law, the 
ſome they do not conform to, according to divine 


Fully examine their conduct, by the touchſtone 
-rruth. 1 


10. 


have peace and jay in the Holy Ghoſt. They have lu 
happineſs and fatizsfation, as creates a Heaven in th 
breaſt. You would be charmed to hear all they 
expreſs on this ſubject And yet, it evidently appe 
to all, who behold their private converſation, that they 
playing the hypocrite. They give place to a numbe 


fine laboured ſhow of religion. The, cloak however 
too thin to cover their hypocriſy, from thoſe wh 


5. Many will profeſs, they are ſo changed in he 
and ſoul, by believing in the Lord Jeſus, that now, 


them. The pride, unbelief, ſelfwill, covetouſneſs, any 
&c. which once diſtreſſed them, are removed. 
are living to God, without being plagued or vexed 
them. The ſanctification of heart they enjoy, is 


you would find the tempers alive in them, which 


love to God, and with love to their neighbour. 


affection for their neighbour, that any ching 

could do to promote his happineſs, ſhould be ſubm 

to, with the greate/f pleaſure. T | 
But when you bring their profeſſion of love to a 


mandments ; If any man love me, tet him take up hu 


1111 


J . ” 
x and in diſbonour. 


and follow Chriſt, through evil and good report ; in 


hey e Apoſtle ſays, vhs bath this world's grodi, and ſeeth 
' appeali.1ber have need, and fhutteth up. his bowels of compaſſ-. 
they am him, how dauelleth the love of God in bim? And 


ire there not thouſands, who declare they love their 
our as themſelves, who cannot but ſee the wretched- 


the poor and afflifted, even of their own denomina- 
Are not perſons of this character hypocrites, in 
ight of all who believe the bible? And are there 


by ind diſtreſs of many on every ſide, and yet they 
wer Ed them no relief.? They have more than enough 
vho « hemſelves and their families, and yet they refuſe to 
{tone 


now, houſands of hem, almoſt in every community of pro- 
me n g chriſtians ? gdh 14 | 

{s, 20 Many declare, they have renounced the world, 
d. Jeſh and the devil. But is it not evident, that the 
vexe( a, and the things of it, engroſs their hearts? Are 


not ſubmitting ro its cfm and faſhions continual. 
Do they not conform, in their dre/s and behaviour, 
ze world? Is it not manifeſt, that the fleſh is indulg- 
eyond the limits of chriſtianity ? Inſtead of crucify- 
he old man with his affeftions and luſis, and mortify- 
every principle contrary to holineſs, are they not 
ing them in their breaſt ? If they have renounced the 
il, in ſome things that are particularly notorious, does 
the god of this world fill blind their eyes, and lead them 
ve at his pleaſure * If this be the caſe with many 


neir profeſs much religion, are they not playing the hypo- 

a \ , and will not their fin find them out to their ſhame, 
hing er here or hereafter ? #3 15 @ ES 
ſub". Many will profeſs the greate/ regard for truth and 


ghtneſs in buſineſs. They will inform you, that 


to will trade with you on honourable terms, They 
ep my „every ſtep they take ſhall be exactly according to 
% vill of God. They would not cheat or over-reach 
1ey for all the world: you may depend on their honeſty ; 
, the they are reſolved, 10 ds unto you, as they would wiſh to 


me by. If you credit their aſſertions, and . 
their 


ment. And it is evident, they do not take up their 


value the truth? 
in their ſceret prayers. If you liſten to their: expreſſo 
7 5 loud volee) you will be tempted to fay, behold an If 


WING! profeſſion, by the Lord Jeſus. - 
They fund a trumpet — — beſtow their chart 


hy 129 

their veracity, you are ſure ee cheated? 
reſolved on making: their ends of you. Is not — 
caſe with many, that profeſs morality to a very b 
degree? Have you not met with perſons of great ou 
ward ſanctity, that have deceived you in trade? A 
are not ſuch barefaced hypocrites, i in the "Sgt of all.» 


9. You may find men, that: have an outward: fee 


in private, (for they often pray in their cloſet with 


rndeed, in zohife mouth is no guile ! Ther family and pi 
lie prayers” are of the ſame nature. Theſe are perfor 
<4 with great regularity, and with every-outwatd: 
pearanee 1 acceptable to God. But my 
who act this hypocritical part, are wicked in their cond 
before their families and in the world. They wilt li 
gainſt their conſcience; blaſpheme the name of their N 
ker; tranſact buſineſs. on _ fabbath ; and fre c 
drink to exceſs. - 3 

Some praying Hperrite 3 are not guhy of the crimed 
have jult named; but theit uaſancteed zempers, with th 
kght and frothy converſation, are a fufficient witneſs agi 
them. I need not enlarge on this particular. Man 
you dan bear teſtimony to the truth of theſe abſervatiol 
Die Seriber and Phariſees, for a pretence, made 
prayers, but their hypocriſy was drtetfed, under their q 


16. Some perſons carry their hypocriſy 2 ſtep fan 


che poor. Wick a great deal of autrinrd pomp theyd 
a little out of their abundance, to help the wretcha 
Perhaps ten times as much is 2vefed in idle viſits, 
cloaths, rich furniture, or finful. amuſements, &. 
yet they wiſh to be cammized, as faints. of the firl u 
nitude, for their: petty V Lee F 
Some hypocrites ave fo very lig us, as to add; 
All the. — knows their dai 
are conducted. | The Scribe 


ir Faces, but theſe _—— 4 


to prayer. 
faſting, and bow t 


Pharakes e 
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cry their profeſſion ſo far. They abſtain, it is truz, 
om ſome kinds of food, but at the ſame. time, allow them» 
Ives to feed plentifully on other things, which their 

admits of. Are not the faſts of many Roman Catho- 
s ſumptuous feaſts, on different kinds of fiſh, &c. and are 
t the faſts of many Proteſtants of the ſame nature? 
it what are the faſts before the ſacrament in this king- 
m? Are they not a ſolemn ſhow, with nothing but 
> name of faſts? Does one in a thouſandabſtain from any 
ag, but buſineſs on thoſe days? And yer they are cal · 
days of faſting and humiliation! Is not this hypocriſy, . 
red toa God, who is of purer eyes than to behold 
auity ? 

bat I have named above, particularly refers to pri- 
e profeſſors. I ſhall add a few remarks on ſome 
plic characters. | 
n England, no gentleman can enter npon any public 
ce in the nation, without profeſſing his belief of the ar- 
5 of the eſtabliſhed religion, and taking the ſacra- 
it as a proof of his ſincerity. Every officer in the army 
navy, enters this way. Every gentleman employed 
he exciſe or cuſtomhouſe, enters by the ſame door. 
n not ſufficiently acquainted with the manner that is 
ſued in this nation, to form a proper judgement on 
ſubject. Now, if any gentleman, to enter on a lu- 
ive place, ſubſcribe to articles he does not believe, and 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, as a proof of 
piety, while his life is notoriouſly wicked before all, 
ays the hypocrite in a very particular manner. He 
eſſes to believe, what he does not believe; and puts 
pn appearance of piety at the ſacrament, while his 

and life witneſs againſt him, And are there not 
y hypocrites of this deſcription in theſe nations? 
A man in our connection, or in any other, may 
rought upon ſo far by enthuſiaſtic hypocriſy, as t 
d he is called to preach, He may profeſs great 
ps before the ignorant and unwary. And yet every 
le perſon muft perceive, he has no ability to open and 
the ſcriptures. In his prayers and public har- 
s, he may talk n. to his infatuated hearers x 


and 
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N 4 
P94 * - 
* 


Siu 


. — — 


| | 14 
and out of the pride and ignorance of his heart, miſaq 
aà number of words, to his own ſhame. It is evide 
that a complication of evils, excite a man of this charad 
to become a public teacher. Ignorance, pride and idle 
with a hope of getting a good living, may be /eatling 
rures in this notorious hypocrite. 
In the play that is to be acted on Tueſday evening 
Mr Maworm is introduced, exactiy of this deſcripti 
He pretends, he has got a call to preach the goſpel. i 
impoſes upon an ignorant lady and others. He ni 
uſe of words which he does not underſtand ; and c 
quently, miſapplies them. He is a deteſtable chu 
ter. And whether he be found among ws, or in any alli 
Aenomination of chriſtians, he ought to be abhorredb 
Such hypocrites mangle the ſcriptures ; palm all 
zies and contradictions on their hearers; are a re 
to religion; and a /aughing ſtock for ſinners. They 
not be too much expoſed and detgſted, by all that value 
truth. | | | 
3. A gentleman, with a claſſical education, may 
upon the miniſtry, with ſolemn vows of his love to( 
and ſinners; with a ſplendid profeſſion of his) 
j moved to that office, by the Spirit of God. He 
1 declare, money is not his object. He does not tab 
him the care of a pariſh, for an ea/y and advantageu 
And yet every perſon that kngws the man, befor 
after his inſtallment, are aſſured, he has played the hy 
in what he has done. Is it not evident, from they 
ral tenor of his converſation, that his heart is not! 
| with God ; and that he cannot love his pariſhionen 
[ 


ſeek their falvation, in the way the ſcriptures re 

while he is a ſinner himſelf ? Do not his „iu, his u 

i mindedneſs, his conformity to the cuſtoms and faſhions 

7. in vogue, with his neglecting the ſouls committed 

1 care, prove him to be an hypocrite? I need note 

F here. You have too many living witneſſes of hypt 

8 before your eyes, in the church and among diſſent 
5 doubt a moment on this ſubject. | 

1 | 4. When Popery was in its height, the clergy 

S church of Rome were netorious for their hypo 
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I | 
is appeared in all Heir hing wonders, which they ma- 
ſted before an infatuated people. The church and 
clergy were inriched by the peil of hypocriſy. In 
days of Louis the fourteenth of France, Moliere 
ote a comedy, to expoſe the clergy in their villainy.— 
Cantwell is conſidered under the character of an houſe 
plain, ingratiating bimſelf by his hypocriſy, into the 
dd eſteem of the heads of an illuſtrious family. By 
canting and hypocriſy, he gains his point. The mai- 
of the houſe makes a will, exceedingly injurious to 
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d c children. A number of ſchemes are executed by the 
che to accompliſh his end. His villainy is at laſt found 
any and he expoſed to contempt. Moliere wrote, from 
red h at he both ſaw and heard. The clergy clamoured a- 


{ what he had written; but Louis was determined 

ould be ated publickly. This play was tranſlated , 

d Engliſh by Cibber, and acted againſt the nonjurors, 

n they were behaving contrary to their profeſſion. — 

as undergone ſome light alterations, and received a 
additions, to make it ſuit the preſent times. Who- 

r reads it muff exun, there are a number of miniſters in 

rrent places, that this comedy will apply to, better g 
us. Have not thouſands in many nations been ruin- 
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dy ſuch vile hypocrites ? Is it not poſſible for a chap- 
gen of the church of England or Scotland, to purſue the 
defon e method, and deceive the unwary ? If a man, under 
character of a miniſter of Chriſt of any denomination, 
1 the! ſuch ſteps, he hows all who are acquainted with 


8 Dot! 
lionen 
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conduct, to ꝛwhat maſter he belongs. To expoſe 
canting hypocrites is a work, that every ſincere fol- 
er of the Lord Jeſus ought to engage in.—I have 


his 1 finiſhed the firſt part of my ſubject. Let us in the 

nion cond place, by no means confound the good with the 
ütted Let us carefully diſtinguiſh bet een virtue, and the 
not ei garance of it. None bat fools and libertines will mix 


- > together, It is obſerved by ſome authors, that B- 
liſleun 


tes themſelves prove the truth and reality of religion. 
ere were no ſincere followers of the Lord Jeſus, theſe 
ns would not have them to ape in their hypocriſy. — 
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us to feel that godly forrow for [on Tohich works repent: 


| af wr". | F 16 74 
They wich to appear in the ſight of the world, what th 
true chriſtian is in reality. 

W hoever believes the bible, muſt acknowledge, they 
have been in every age men that feared God, and work 
righteouſneſs, They have proved the ſincerity of their pn 
feſſion, by the holineſs of their life and converſation, 
Their wpright walk with God, fopped the mouths of gulf 
fayers. : 

Let us for a few moments, run over the particular 
have already named, and we ſhall have /aficient reaſon 
believe, that thouſands have been ſincere, in every thin 
Iallude to: yea, thouſands are nor living witneſſes of the 
in theſe nations. 

By hearing the goſpel preached, the confſciences | 
many are truly awakened. The law, like an hammer, 
broken their rocky heart. The goſpel, /ike a tag 

ſword, has pierced to the dividing between the joints and ny 
row, the foul and ſpirit ; it has come with ſuch particu 
application, as to reveal the very thoughts of their hen 
| 725 feel, wwhat a bitter and evil thing it is, to depart ji 
God, They know the plague of their own heart, andi 
acquainted with the wickedneſs of their life. Sin appea 
in its ſinfulneſs before them. They ſee the danger ofl 
ing and dying in it. In the ſincerity of their { 
they renounce the hidden works of darkneſs and diſhonefy4 
They purpoſe, they vow, they folemaly engage, #4 
away the works of darkneſs, and put on the armour of hy 
They appeal to the Searcher of hearts in their proteſſi 
and aſk wifdom and counſel gt his hand, that they 1 
accompliſh their end. | 5 
When the word of God is poꝛberfully applied, it gi 


in us, that needs not to be repented of. The ſpirit of a 
may bear his infirmities, but a wounded ſpirit who can bi 
Many feel ſuch .f er grief on account of their ſin,4 
are ſo very much affected with the proſpect of their 
and danger, that they cry out from their heart, | 
wretched man that I am, who ſha{ deliver me from the | 
this death ? They go forth weeping, bearing precious 
tears do not come to their relief, their diſtreſs 00 

5 pri 
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ble. The hardneſs and ſtubborneſs of their heart 
1 ſource of continual ſorrow to them. 

In this diſtreſs, they ſee themſelves ſtript of all hope 
ſaving their own ſouls. All their beft works have 
en ſtained with fin before God, They have no pow- 
to deliver themſelves from the oppreſſive influence of 
ir guilt, No works of righteouſneſs which they can 
„will ſave them. Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, is 
Fir only hope and refuge. He appears to them in a 
Wy glorious light—ab/e to ſave to the utterimgſt all that 
e 40 God by him. They behold what he has done and 
tered with aſtoniſhment ; and ſeek, according to the 
ection of the goſpel, to be ſaved by grace thro faith. 
s through the mediation of Chriſt alone, that they 
ad for acceptance and ſalvation. | 

By continuing to implore mercy and deliverance at 
hands of their God, they are brought in due time, 
enjoy the bleſſings they ſought, with violence of prayer. 
ny have already believed 2w.th their heart unto right 
, and now can make confeſſion with their mouth to ſalva= 
The burthen and guilt of ſin are removed from 


Wis manifeſted to them. They have joy iuſpeat- 
und full of glory. The Spirit himſelf bears witneſs 


ir h their ſpirits, that they are the children of God. This 
7 cd experience makes them bold and courageous, in 
„Cause of their Lord and Maſter, $a 
: 1 here are thouſands in the church militant, who are 


ed with the new birth unto righteouſneſs. They 
old things paſſed away, and all things become new. The 
pers which once vexed and tormented them, are ſub- 
d by the grace of God. Pride, unbelief, ſelfwill, 
toulneſs, anger, &c. are conquered in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
now, love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, gooantfs, 
neſs, fidelity, with every grace of the ſpirit, are plant- 


he Spirit of God, they arc enabled m grow i int 


* 7 {cir living head continually. They ſhow to their 
N lies and to all, the greatneſs of the work which is 
** dught in them. 1 
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ir ſoul, They have peace with God. The good of 


n their hearts. Under the direction and influence. 
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In this experience, they ſincerely love God, with 
their heart, and their neighbour as themſelves. They ſhy 


their love to God, by walking according to his cop 
mandments. 'The fcriptures become the rule of thy 


life. They ſhow the ardour of their love, by zaking 
the croſs, denying themſelves, aud following the Lord 7 
in the regeneration. 
They love thoſe, that are of the houfehald of faith, wi 
peculiar affection. But this does not hinder them fr 


loving others; their enemies not excepted. It is H 


pleaſure to ſhow their love to all, to the utmoſt of th 
power—They pour out their ſpirit to God in fery 
prayer, for ſinners every where, They warn, reprg 
adviſe, exhort, &c. all that they are more particularly a 
nected with. According to their ability, they feed} 
Hungry, cloath the naked, viſit and relieve the priſoner in| 
diſtreſs; and ſtrive to gladden the hearts of all, that an 
any kind of trouble or ſorrow. Thoſe who ank 
this defcription, are burning and ſhining lights, in the u 
of a craked and perverſe generation. | 
Theſe are the chriſtians ht aFually renounce the we 
the fleſh, and the devil. 'Their heart and treaſure; 


in heaven. The world and the things of it, are conquiif 
ed, in the faith of Chriſt, They fhun all degrees of ali 


formity to it, which are contrary to the will of 6 
They will not touch, nor tafte, nor handle, any of its 
bidden pleafures—They renounce its fooliſh cuſtoms! 
vain faſhions. They crucify the fleſh, with its affeftuni 
lar. They renounce the prince of darkneſs, and et 
thing he preſents before them. If we have the grac 
God reigning in our ſoul, «ve ſhall refs the devil, 
Zaftly in the faith, We ſhall fight with ſucceſs under! 
banner of onr bleſſed Captain, againſt our threefold 
He will lead us from conquering to conquer. We | 
ftand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made u. 
end be no more intangled with the yoke of bondage. Well 
be fed faſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the un 
the Lord. | 
If a man have the religion I have been deſcribing 
will ſhow it in all the affairs he may be called to tral 


2 
vit ⸗ he world. Men of this character, will always & 
y (ol bert, as they æuould wiſb to be done tu. They will by 
is cu means cheat or over-reach any in buſineſs. You 
| find them acting with Honeffy and wprightneſs, in all 


at art an eye to his glory. They are careful, not to 
o anh ent cold, languid, duties to him; but endeavour to 
them ery thing heartily, as unto tbe Lord — They guard a- 
| ſt the influence of a zeal, which is not according to 
ae We ledge ; but at the ſame time, they are zealous of good 
aſuret J. X | 
conqi hen they give alms to the poor, it is not as the hy- 
s of ite does. They do it ſecretly. Their left hand does 
of what their right hand gives. Many are bleſſed 
of its the benefit of their charity; and yet ſome of them 
omi, ot know who is their benefator— When they faſt, 
rin not as the hypocrite does. They conceal. this, (if 
and ea ſecret fact) as much as they can, from their fa- 
e grad and neighbours. They do not want to raiſe their 
evil, þ in the world, by any acts of devotion. What they 
under i cularly aim at, is, to paſs through all the duties, 
ee fold h God requires at their hand, exactly according to his 
We and to incregſe continually, in holineſs and righteouf- 
ide u. 

wel ben the life of God is manifeſt in us, we ſhall walk 
tbe un ildren of the light and of the day. Our converſati- 


-ribing 
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r ways. They are an honour to their profeſſi- 
All who ſee them, are conſtrained to acknowledge, 
their religion is according to the tenor of the ſcrip- 


8. While they followv peace with all men, act upright- 


every thing, and ſeek to abound in whatever God 
ires at their hand, they have a conflant rejoicing in 
ſelves. 
If you could follow them into their cloſets, you 
ald hear them «vre/tling with God in fervent prayer, for 
y blefling, neceflary for themſelves and others. In 
r families and in public, their prayers go up wb 
dance before God. All their duties are performed 


i be as becometh the goſpel of Chrift. Whoever is 
ed with this experience, will got be hafly in bis way. 
e be called to fill a place in the nation, or in the 

8 church, 


church; he will examine the ſubje&, before he. vent 
too far. | 

Men of this character, will not forſwear themſeln 
to gain an advantageous place. If they cannot taket 

oaths that are preſcribed, nor ſubmit to the rules whi 
are enjoined, they will not ſacrifice their conſcience 
religion, for any temporal advantage. They will y 
{ubicribe to articles they do not believe, to ſerve anyh 
ends. This they would conſider, as entering on the 
office with a he in their 1 hand. But being convince 
that the oaths they have to take, contain nothing cont 
ry tothe goſpel, and being termined to execute their offy 
with uprightneſs, they enter upon it in fear of God, u 
walk honeſtly and uprightly before men. If the numb 
of thoſe who are ſincere be few, when compared withd 
thers, it is /#f/icient to prove, that hypocriſy is not! 
ceſſary in this buſineis. 

If a man, in a /awv fation in life, after he is convert 
to true religion, feel his heart burn with love to Goda 
ſinners, he may warn his family and neighbours, | 
from the wrath to come, without playing the hypocrite 
He ought to ule the ability God has given him, int 
name of the Lord Jeſns. It his neighbours are willy 
to be inſtructed in the things that concern their ſalvatia 
he has a right to communicate his knowledge to them 
If he attempt ta ſpeak more publickly, and Have abil 
to open and apply the ſcriptures to the ediſication and adu 
tage of his hearers, he may chearfully purſue bis way, 
It he ſhould be choſen by the people to whom he pread 
es to be their miniſter, and find ſucceſs crowns his | 
bours, it is his duty to declare he good tidings of falvati 
A man may labour in his buſineſs fix days in the wet 
and preach on the ſabbath, with approbation and ſucceſs, 
He may improve exceedingly in his maſter's work, by bel 
diligent in his ſtudies, when the labours of the day i 
ended. It a layman quit his buſineſs, and give himſellt 
to the miniſtry, it will be poſſible for him to become 
a little while, a 4workman that needeth not Ig be aſbum 
rightly dividing the word of truth. He will not palm nd 
ſeuſe on the people, nor aim at high ſounding wor 

| wh 


their profeſſion. Great and glorious advantages | 
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A liberal education, under the influence of ſolid pig 
is a /-ngular bleſſing. There are clergymen in the chun 
of England, and in the church of Scotland, who h 
entered by the right door. The love of Chriſt conſtiu 
ed them to engage in the miniſtry. It was not the pri 
pect of a good living alone, that induced them to take 
them this office. They believed, the Lord ſecretly my 
ed them by his Spirit to enter into his vineyard. I 
are now ernamenting their profeſſion, both by tþ 
preaching and converſation. The parithes where they! 
bour, are enlightened with the truth. Many are com 
ted to God by their inſtrumentality. Theſe miniſk 
exert themſelves th every thing that is likely to be ofk 
vice to the temporal and ſpiritual intereſts of their fla 
Happy would it be for theſe nations, if all the churd 
were ſerved by men of this character! Thouſands, x 
tens of thouſands would be induced to ſeek. refuge int 
Lord Jeſus by their means ! This would be an effet 
al way to prevent the people from becoming diflent 
And is it not poſlible for a clergyman. to ad 
a houſe chaplain, without playing the hypocrite, 
Mr Cantwell is repreſented to have done ? 
Have not many families been bleſſed with difinterel 
men, to offer their ſacrifices of praiſe to God; to 
the mouth of the family in public prayer; andw 
have taught the whole houſe, he good and the right u 
It many have been canting hypocrites in this charal 
there have been others, who were an honour 


been manifeſt, where they have thus laboured ul 
cauſe of Chriſt. | 
I have now given you the character of an hypo 
and the character of a true follower of the Lord |: 
Let us attend for a few moments to the advice of 
text, If an hypocrite in his auftere grimace ſtrive t0 
ceive, there are others, who are devoted to God in 
and ſpirit, that wiſh to live according to his will | 
things. Let us not confound the good with the! 
If we will but open our eyes and examine zmparii 
we ſhall be kept from honouring hypocriſy, and ath 
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tal influence, with the utmoſt indignation. 


there is ſomething great and valuable in the truly den 
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judiſed, in their met valuable * e Theſe 
be rcad, and known by all men. Now, if any gf 
preachers or private members act contrary to our 4 
rine and diſcipline, is it right to ſay, we are all h 
crites on their account? We have hypocrites amony 
What ſect or party is without them? We may! 
preachers, leaders, or private members of this chu 
ter; but does hig prove, that we are all ſuch in the 
of God? When Judas was found to be an hypog 
did his hypocriſy prove, that all the diſciples of 
Lord Jeſus were like him? If you form a raſh ju 
ment, from the conduct of a few individuals of 
ſect or party, you will diſcover your ignorance, top 
unprejudiced perſon. A man that acts this part, ac 
ing tothe ſenſe of this paſſage, is a / or a ſiben 
Either of theſe characters is deteſtable. 

But if we take the advice of our text, we ſhall ng 
haſty in our judgment. We ſhall carefully diſtin 
between the good and the bad: we ſhall be able to 
cern between virtue and the appearance of it. Wel 
honour true religion wherever we met with it, and! 
deteſt hypocriſy in all orders of men, and ſhun it 


I am to ſhow, in the third and in the laſt place, 


There is ſomething noble and beautiful, in the fervou 
their piety. This will particularly appear, in al 
characters, ſelected from ſcripture and from hiſtor, 
In the book of Daniel, we find an account of t 
Hebrew children, devoted to God from their ya 
They increaſed in wiſdom and knowledge, and in favours 
God and man, They were diſtinguiſhed for their fi 
lar piety and uprightneſs among the people. They. 
raiſed to places of honour and importance in the 
Their exalted ſtations and advantages, excited eny 
the hearts of a Jnumber of leading men in the nal 
who thought themſelves neglected. A plot was e 
ed upon, to ruin theſe ſervants of the Moſt High. 
muſt either bow to the image Nebuchadnezzar hal 
up, or be caſt into the burning fiery furnace. They hal 
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2 
eſe to God in their diltrele, and he helped them to 
ſtand temptation. They would by no means bow 
a to the idol which the king had made. He being 
aged at their refuſing to comply with his ſummons, 
ed the fire to be heated one ſeven times hotter than 
as wont to be; and they were caſt, bound hand 
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y of 


ur 
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s cl foot, into the midſt of the furnace. The Lord gra- 
the ly interpoſed, and by a ſingular miracle delivered 
1) poi. There was a degree of fervaur in their piety, 
es of was met aſtoniſhing. It appears in a noble and 
ſb ju ful light to every chriſtian, They were again raiſ- 
is of o dignity and honour, after their deliverance. God 


t, a | 
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glorified by their fedfaſineſs in his truth, and their 
es are conſidered with peculiar reſpect by all who 
him. We ſee ſomething great and valuable in their 
tion. 
the other hand, the perſons who were their inve- 
e enemies, are looked on with contempt, by the fol- 
rs of Chriſt. There is ſomething ſo baſe and wicł- 
W their character, and the ſingular judgment which 
manifeſt upon them, as cauſes their memory to be 
ed, 
Then Daniel was in a ſimilar ſituation, he continued 
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place, erotion, at the hazard of his life. The ſcheme of 
ily de verlaries was deep laid, and would have been effedtu- 
tervorl@ 2d not Providence interpoſed. The king could 
» 1 2 nul the decree, which had been artfully drawn 
hiſtory him. Daniel was taken from his exalted ſtation, 
at of act into the den of lions. But an angel of God was 


eit 0 
favour 
their lid 


o preſerve him. He was raiſed in due time unhurt 
the den, and his enemies caſt into the midſt of the 
who broke their bones and deſtroyed them, in a 
noments. 'Dhere is in the face of this hiſtory, ſome- 
very beautiful and noble, as it refers to Daniel.— 
ed eu vas glorified by him, in his reſolutely withſtanding 
ation; and he conferred very ſingular favours upon 
Was el His enemies acted a vile and notorious part, and 
ith deſtruction as their reward; while he was ble(- 


hey hach he had the honour to ſerve. 
X the public — of the Lord Jeſus, we have 
ET | ſom 


d owned both by the God of his mercies, and the 
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1 . Something: ingularly gloricus. He went about doing gail 
8 He healed the jick, cleanſed the lepers, and raiſed the dead, 

all manner of fickneſſes and diſeaſes were cured by him. It 

{poke in public, as never man ſpoke. His whole ſoul ſeem, 
| ed bent on doing good, to ſinners of every deſcriptio 
» In the midſt of perſecution and death, he ſought the HH 
| vation of his implacable enemies. There was ſuch ff 
| 


Fervcur in his piety, that he poured out his ſpirit to Golf 
in prayer for his murderers, and gave hrs blood to ranſolii 
their ſouls. There is ſomething amazingly great and u 

i able in all he did and ſuffered; and the beauty of thaty 
þ ety which he poſſeſſed, cannot be deſcribed. 

9 But there is ſomething ſo diabolical in the temper ay 

it conduct of his adverſaries, as renders their names dag 

| ble. They hardened their hearts againſt the truths þ 

| taught, and evere reſolved on his deſtruction. If you c 

6 ſider the ſteps they took, in the vhale proceſs cf his will 

| terings and death, you cannot but hate the conduct t. 

f! maniteſted, and look on them as foals and madmen. 
When St Paul preached at Philippi, and healed 

damſel that was poſſeſſed by an unclean ſpirit, may 

were pleaſed and edified, with what they ſaw and heat 

But the maſters of the damſel, finding their proſpedts 

| gain by her divination at an end, were exceeding]y 

al raged. Paul and Silas were cruelly ſcourged, thruſt i 

the inner priſon, and had their feet faſtened in the ſtoci 

The fervour of their piety, however, roſe to ſuch a degn 

in that evrerched fate, that it excited them 7o ſing pm 

70 God at midnight, Inſtead of curſing their adveriant 

they praiſed their divine Lord and Maſter. Their gr 

| and valuable characters have a bleſſed favour int 

; that particularly revives the hearts of all who love G 

| even in our day. While every one that reſpects the gl 

pel of Chriſt, muſt abher the conduct of their viok 


| perſecutors, | 
By the preaching of the goſpel at Epheſus, many x 

| converted to God. When the eyes of the people w 

| | opened, they renounced their idols, and had no more 

* for the ſilver ſhrines of the goddeſs Diana. Demet 


. and the craſiſinen of the ſame occupation met togetbs 


* 
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8 $i ey ſaw their craft was in danger, if the goſpel ſpread z 


F dead; , : 

; 1.09 to prevent this misfortune, they raiſed a clamour a- 
1 eco ns the people abort their goddeſs, witha deſign to pre- 
ription ve their trade. The wnthinking rabble ran together, 


d would have tore St Paul and his companions in pie- 
„if the Town-Clerk of the place had not interpo- 
In this paſſage, we ſee the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, 
dearouring to turn the people from lying vanities to truſ? 
e living God. At the hazard of their life, they ſought 
ſalvation of the inhabitants of that large city. Their 
vent zeal for God, and the ſpreading of his truth, is 
ecdingly beautiful; and their characters are great and va- 
he in the ſacred page. | 

On the other hand, what a wretched flate Demetrius 


the {al 
{ſuch 1 
to Gol 
ranſon 
1d vaſy 
that p 


per a 
s detef 


{ 5 8 . . 
— 4 | his brethren appear in! — Weir craft ⁊uas in danger. 
© his {i ey had rather have the ſouls of the people damned, 
jun oe their gain. Under the maſt of religion, they 


men, 


healed 


ure their own advantage. 'Their hypocriſy and wic- 
dnels are recorded, to their eternal ſhame. 


* hou hen popery was come to an enormous height (pardons 
oſpetk | indulgences being fold every where) Martin Luth- 
inglyt a ſincere follower of the Lord Jeſus, could not be 
hruſt Unt. He are and preached againſt the corruptions of 
he ſo t church of Rome. He expoſed the villainy of the 


eſthood, in a very proper light. When the pope 
d his cardinals heard of this, they uſed al their in- 
ence, to criſhb him and his doctrine. By a fingular 
vidence, he was preſerved from the wrath of his ad- 


wa Cepnt 


ſing pri 
dverlant 


'h ir on 

cir M : | 
r in Ni aries 5 and continued to declare againſt their conduct. 
love 0 began a work of reformation, that has continued 
« the oF” iacrcaſe and advantage, to thouſands of myriade. 


the engt of his piety, we ſce ſomething noble and 


eir viok 3 c 7 
; while we. behold the ha/eneſs of thoſe vile hypo- 


many x 

2ople Wo 
o more! 
Demetil 


ogether 
8 1 


e through ſuccceding ages, while Seirs will only be 

wht on with abhorrence. 

When popery prevailed exceedingly in theſe nations, 

 lind Biſhops Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridly, engag- 

in the gforious cauſe of reformation, We all know the 
C 2 advau- 


el a mb, &c. againſt the apoſtle, but heir end was to 


ter he had to encounter, with horror His name vill 


: 
| 
| 


| 28 
advantages that have, and do reſult from their lab 
When their adverſaries prevailed, they were called to 
the truth with their blood. And however any of th 
acted contrary to their profeſſion, in an hour of ſevere in 
tation, they bore a noble teſtimony for the truth in HH 
death; which hath lighted /uch a flame of religion in thy 
nations, as continues to burn, with imextingui/hable blu 
The names of theſe men of God, with others that (uf 
ed in their day, are precious to us. We behold the fem 
of their piety with thankfulneſs, and own them ver) g. 
and very valuable characters. 

But whenever we think of thoſe blondhounds, that w 
the cauſe of their death, it is with indignation. 
names of Bonner and his colleagues, and Laud with 
helpers, will be abhorred to the lateſt poſterity. Ther 
ſomething ſo diabolical in the conduct of thoſe /anfn 
nous hypocrites, that none can reſpect them but thoſe! 
reſpect the cauſe of Beelzebub, and have his inter 
heart. 

A few years ago, yon had a great and valuable n 
viſited this nation, 79 ſpread the knowledge of the glin 
God, in the face of Jeſus, The late Revd. George Vi 
field preached with uncommon acceptance and ſue 
Thouſands flocked beneath the ſound of his voice. Wi 
travelled through theſe kingdoms repeatedly, and na 
parts of America, as a burning and ſhining light. Hel 
ed up his voice as a trumpet, and did noi fun to di 
all the council of God, to his numerous hearers. Het 
maintained the truth againſt all that gainſayed. In! 
ry large city where he preached, he cried out agaiil 
very amuſement, that cannot be countenanced by! 
ſcriptures. In Edinburgh and Glaſgco, he particul 
preached againſt zheatrical amuſements. He pro 
them to be contrary to the will of God, and warnel 
his hearers not to countenance them, cn any confuderi 
In London, he frequently inſiſted on the ſame ſubjeſ 
By doing it with /uch «varmth and ſucceſs, he expoſed! 
ſelf to the rage of the play- actors. They expoſed! 
on the ſtage in different places, but when they fa 
their craft was in danger, they endeavoured ſecret! 


* 
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labon irder him. It was a miracle of mercy that kept him 
-d to ot of their hands. In him, you fee a character great 
of th d valuable; but in his adverſaries, you ſee ſomething 


veath contempt. This man of God ſought to bring ſin- 


vere in 
| in rs to the Lord Jeſus, while his enemies, for a little ten- 
1 in the al advantage, . wiſhed to lead them to deſtruction. 

ble bla A few years agg, you had clergymen in this city, 
;at {uf 2 lifted up their" ice at atrumpet, and warned you a- 
he feru nt Horſe-races, attending the Play-houſe, &c.— 


ey conſidered theſe amuſe ments exceedingly againſt 


Very on 
* ur intereſts and happineſs. They proved them to be 


that ther lawful nor expedient. You know what they ſuf- 
on. d by being ſingular; but this did not hinder them 
| with m diſcharging their duty. Their memory is precious. 
Then all, «ho love the Lord Feſus in fincerity ; while all that 
e ſunfi oled them in their bleſſed work, are conſidered as 
thoſe! mies totrve chriſtianity. As I have already exceeded 


bounds of an ordinary diſcourſe, I ſhall-only make 


anteriji 
w obſervations from the whole, and then conclude. 


1able n there is ſach a thing as 77ue religion, expreſſing it- 
he gin in he tem pers and converſation of all that poſſeſs it, 
Irge Wi s ſeek it, while we have time and opportunity. EX 
ad ſuit wc obtain 4 ive faith in the Lord Jeſus, which 
oice. work by love, puriſyiug our hearts, we cannot be hap- 
and or ſafe. Let vs renounce every thing we now to be 
+ Hei % and come to God in the way he has appointed, 
in to did we may cotain mercy, and grace to help in the time of 


We have gracious offers of mercy tendered to 
n the goſpel. If we embrace them with all our 
rt, and turn to the Lord in truth, he will pardon and 
> US, | | 
If we will live gedly in Chrift Jeſus, aue fhall ſuffer- 


. 1 2 


Hel 
d. Ind 
t againl 
ced by! 


articul 
lle pa %. This has been the portion of the followers 
 warnd be Lord Jeſus, in all ages. We cannot avoid it, un- 
conſiden we renounce our religion. But there is nothing in 
e ſub eli chat need diſcourage us. 7 we ſuffer fer righteouſ- 
«poſed ſake, happy are we, for the ſpirit of glory and of G 
xpoſed th on 1. If We ſuffer with our divine Maſier, we ſhall 

they fa ren mwith him, Nothing can harm us, if wwe are fel 


| ſecret) 


rs of that awhich is good, Ie ſhauld not think it firange- 


C3 CONCernie- 


 proached, as he goes on the ſtreets, becauſe of his 


parents and others, to conſider me as a perſon, 


- JO 

concerning the fiery trial that — may be called to paſt thre 
but rejoice, that ave are avorthy to have our names caſt ut 
evil, Let us go awithout the camp, bearing the repraa 
gur bleſſed Lord with patience. 

3+ Let us not be aſhamed of openly avowing our 
timents to the world. Many may ſuppoſe we ar 
people that carry our opinions too far. They con 
us as ſingular in our conduct. You may think we 
enthufiaſtical, becauſe we cry aut againſt the amuſeny 
which others contend for. You may imagine, that 
ought to let the people alone, and permit them to g 
che way that they think is right, without di/urbingt} 
quiet—But ſhould we be juſtified in the ſight of 
it we were aſhamed to declare our minds fully og th 
ſubjects? We are commanded, to warn ſinners oft 
danger, and to ixtreat them, to fly from the wrath 100 
We are fully perſuaded, it is /»jul to attend they 
houſe. Fheatrical amuſements in general, are exceei 
ly contrary to vital religion. We conſider all tha 
tend them, in danger of loſing their fouls. We an 
warn you faithfully, that your blood may not be requird 
cur hands. Can you ſuppoſe our being ſingular ont 
{nbjects, is any advantage to us? Are we not mock 
deſpiſed by many, who call themſelves chriſtians, ben 
we are reſolved to uſe our influence, to preventt 
evils ? Is it any pleaſure to a man, to be derided and 


gious opinions? I cannot go from my houſe into 
part of his city, but I am a laughing flock to many. 

ſhale their head to each other, and reproach, me, for | 
righteous over much. Even children, are taught by 


ought to be ſhunned. Old and young are agreed in 
nion, that I am deluded by the Devil; and ſhould 
conſidered as an enthufraſtical hypocrite And | 
thrink from my duty, becau/e.of theſe things? God fall 
I am not in the leaſt afraid or aſhamed 70 declan 
Tubeole counſel of. God, accarding lo my ability. Tou may 
me as I paſs on the ſtreets; you may act me on the 
you may do.2ohat.you pleaſe with me; I am deterii 


cl 
* 


13 : 

e midſt of all your inſult, to ſeek your ſalvation.— 
le you reproach me and my brethren, we will plead 
God, for the bleſſings of the goſpel to reſt on your 
is, You may conſider us, as the offscouring of all 


s thru 
caſt au 


reproad 


g our , but this ſhall not hinder our endeavouring to do 
we mall the good we poſſibly can. 

y con. Do not make me, my brethren. We do not hate 
K we perſons that act on the ſtage. We have no malice 
muſem ur heart againſt them. God is our witnets, we 
e, that theſe things for their welfare; and 20% them 
n to oy privilege, purchaſed in Chriſt Feſur. We believe 
erbing conduct is contrary to the will of God, and that, 
1t of are likely to ruin themſelves, and theſe that follow 


ly on. I make no doubt, but many of them are tired of 
ers of i employ, and would be glad of acting a different part, 


ath 100 ey knew how to get bread for themſelves, and thoſe 


d then are connected with them. Many perſons in this 
exceei bave confeſſed, with ſorrow, to ſeveral of our preach- 


all tha chat their life is a burthen to them; and ſome have 
We a ally renounced the ſtage, and become proves followers 
' requirt e Lord Jeſus—By their preſent employ they great- 
ar. on iure themſelves, and the public. Many of them 
: noche ven of excellent parts, with a good education, and might 
ns, ben eful in various branches of buſineſs, were they de- 
reventt ed from the influence of their preſent infatuation.. 
ded an ſhould they call me a canting hypocrete, on account 
of his hat J have {aid ſince we met together, it will not 
ſe into e me—I wilr Til dy to render- them. good for the 
any. hey may do to me, or any of my brethren. 

e, for | We ſhall all ſoon. appear before the judgment ſeat of 
ght by t, and then it will be Enown, who is in the right. 
perſon, WF! on all that hear me this night, in the name of the 


| Jeſus, 10 come out from among them, and be ſeparate, 
ouch not their unclean things. Eſcape fer your life from. 
y place whey. you might receive a-deadly hurt to your 
If ſinners entice, conſent not. Determine to part. 


70 decln every thing that would hinder your ſalvation.— 
on may whether: you 403: hear, or. whether you will:forbear, 
on the clare to you ou, in the preſence of God, that you 


ot eſcape the torments of the day that is at hand, 


determi 


1 

unicſi you ſincerely reneuiice every thing that expoſes yy 
the diſpleaſure of your Judge. Let me intreat you gl 
repent and turn to God, doing works meet for repentun 
Deck redemption in the blood of Feſus, the Fergrveneſs o 
while this bleſſing may be had. Be earneſt with G 
prayer, till he grant you the ſalvation, purchaſedfg 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Then walk as children of the light 
day. Worb out your own ſalvation with fear and tren 
while God is worbing in you, to will and to da f hi 
pleaſure, Let the vanities and amigſe ments of lite, y 
cannot be entered upon with a good conicience, bej 
ſacrificed, Determine to conform in all things, toth 
ect ⁊uill of God. And whether your days are may 
few, let them be ſpent, in fellorving peace 4vith all na 
t holineſs, without which no man can ſee the Lerd. 
May the Lord Jeſus bleſs you au, with grace to fi 
to theſe things, as far as they are for his glory, and 
"happineſs! And may we all live in ig aui with! 
ſubmiſſion to God, and with ſuch reſignation to 
thing he has appointed, that when we are called h 
we may be found 7 Chrift, without ſpot and blameles! 
Lord grant us theſe mercies, and to Vue name ſhallk 
ſcribed, hornor and praiſe, for ever and ever! An 


SPEND 1 


Few days ago, a paper called © an anſwer ty 
| pampblet on dancing,” and ſigned Crv1s, was 
. culated thro” this city. The author concealed his u 

for reatons beſt known to himſelf, but he will alloy 
to gueſs. at his character. I cannot think he belong 
any diſſenting congregation. I hope he does not be 
either to the church of England or Scotland. I} 
manner of writing, I am 7nc/ined to belzeve, that he ti 
belongs to the church of Rome, or is ſome nom 
that loves the amuſement, and would fain perſuadel 
lelf it is pure and innocent. 


— wu - 


— — — 
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with many of the tunes? Are not God and religion, 
| a great meaſure, out of the thoughts of old and you 
that meet for the purpoſe of dancing? It is 50, fir, M 
« jumble” ſcripture, and the preſent mode of dancy 
together, and then have zhe afſirrance to ſay, “ we jun 
« fn and holineſs together.” Your charge is exccedin 
ly unjuſt, as every perſon mwuf? ſee, who will take ti 
l to examine this matter. 
= * If T had no ſcripture to prove my doctrine, you x 
to have the gift of making /cripture to prove yours. 
ſay, „ the joys of heaven are repreſented, by muſic; 
« dancing.” But till you ſhow me the text, I ſhall 
| this ſcripture of your own coining. If we allow y 
| aſſertion, and canfine our ideas to the dancing recommey 
| ed in the bible, it will not be to the diſhononr of 60 
but to repreſent the joys of heaven, by the preſent mg 
of dancing, would be blaſphemors. You © dare any oft 
ce to prove, there was not muſic and dancing, at the w 
« ding our Lord attended in Cana of Galitee.” Ag 
text does not hint at it in the leaſt, it is your plac 
prove, what you wiſh that paſſage to ſpeak, and ti 
you may expect us to accept of your challenge. 
Pray what connection is there in the following wot 
« That dancing proves hurtful when carried to od 
« I] readily grant; but muſt a huſbandman give 6 
ce the tillage of his land, for no other reaſon than! 
« cauſe he would loſe his crop by plowing all theft 
c round?” Now, fir, what ha&dancing and farminy 
do together? The one is neceſſary for our ſupport, 
other is an amuſement quite unneceſſary : but you! 
to « jumble,” and what is worſe, endeavour to n 
your readers believe, we are the “ jumblers.“ 
Have we not another “ jumble,” in „ poliſhed d 
ing?“ It yon were a ſmith, we would allow yol 
talk in the line of your trade, but as you pretend to id 
thing greater, we expect more from you. Pray 
connection is there between poliſhing a piece of 1 
and dancing? Are not theſe words aukwardly «ul 


ed” together? Iaſk pardon, This is another of yout 
taphors. 


x 


"L138: 1] 
ou add, “ even a clergyman, who has not been 
aght it, cuts but a poor figure in the pulpit. Hence 
e aukward appearance of our Methodift preachers.” 
py would it have been for the world, if the Biſhop 
ambray in his treatiſe on eloquence; Dr Blair in 
hetoric; and good Dr Campbell, in his philoſophy 
\ctoric, had been endued with your wiſdom! They 
d have ſhown us how! long we ſhould: attend the 
ing ſchool, to fit us for the pulpitz and given us 


— x 
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ou fer what ſort of ſteps we ſhould take in ſtrait or wide 
s. Ii! How ſhall we have this 4% made wp, unleſs you 
* ſupply their lack of ſervice? 

alle 


ay what uſe can dancing be of, to moſt of the clergy 


ee nations? Some individuals, bleſſed with a tena- 
mn; memory, get their ſermons by heart, and repeat 
pf Gul as a ſchool boy does his taſk—They mult have 
nt md 


attention wholly engaged in recolleQing what they 
o deliver. Some of them will fix their eye on a 
in place in the kirk, as though they were watching 
ati:ns of a mouſe, and continue in that ſtate, till they 
done. Pray do theſe clergymen cut the figure of 
dancers, while they are fixed in this poſture ? But 
of the clergy read their ſermons, and are obliged 
ud very {till to ſce their paper. If they ſtir much, 
to agg loſe their place, and are confuſed. Pray did you 
r ſee your nonjuring pricſt, when he was obliged to 
h or ſpit, clap his thumb on the place where he was 
ng, that he might return to it again without inter- 


arm on? Half of the congregation may be aſlcep, and 
»port, oor prieſt perceive it not. His eyes are fo parti- 
t you ly engaged on his book, that he has no time to ſee 
to n 


others are doing. Now I appeal to all the world, 
her the preſent clergy of theſe nations, or the metho- 


preachers, have the appearance of belt dancers in 
"70: alpit. 


to ſveral of our people would be thankful, if they could 
Pray Vary of ws dance leſs ; while a number of perſons in 
> of egations where ſermons are repeated or read, 
„ug be happy, if they could ſee their miniſters dance, 


ue more, They would keep themſelves a little 
STE" warmer 


— — 


„ | 
warmer in winter, and their zeal might be 2 
of warming the hearts of their hearers. Have 50 
been ©jumbling” truth and falſhood together in this 
of your paper ? 

When you had exhauſted your little ſtore, it was 
ral to add, « many arguments could be brought fon 
in favour of this polite branch of education, which 
unprejudiced mind will naturally ſuggeſt.“ If you had 
bleſſed with a few of thoſe « many arguments,” 
would not have given us ſuch a ſcrimp half penny v 
of ware, as you have done | 

In the following words, we have a bold fall 
palmed on us. © Be a man's accompliſhments ha 
*evill, without this, he has more the appearance of a 
than a gentleman, being void of that graceful cart 
addreſs which can make him appear in genteel comp: 
You appear ignorant, fir, of the fubje& you unde 
to defend. Are not genteel behaviour and danciag| 
things? And are they not taught ſeparately by thed 
ing maſter? Would it not be poſſible for a dancing 
ter, or any other perſon that knows genteel behan 
to teach a young lady or gentleman, this branch of 
cation, without learning them a ſtep in a dance? 14 
theſe two things, and defy you, or any other per 
prove the contrary. Firſt, A great number of 
and gentlemen, have a very polite carriage or ad 
they can appear in gentee company, to the greatel 
vantage; and yet, they never did learn to dance. 
condly, Many very good dancers in this kingdom 
deſtitute of a « polite carriage or addreſs ;” they 
appear in genteel company without acting as « clo 
in the preſence of all, who underſtand this ſubject. 
would appear very ridiculouſly at a gentleman's t 
They would be living comments of a paper or ti 
Addiſon's Spectator. You might expect to be {cal 
if you fat near them, at the tea table. 

You reſolved, fir, to c jumble” two paragraphs to 
er, by beginning a new ſubject in the ſame line; you 
cluded the former. Your words are: « Here too lv 


« beg leave to alk, if public races are ſo odious 
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| JT , Rn. | 
ht of heaven, what will our godly cao ſay to the 
lowing? Know ye not that they who run in a race, 
a all, but one obtaineth the prize? ſo run, that ye 
ay obtain. Forgetting the things which are behind, 
d reaching forth to thoſe things which are before, | 
eſs toward the mark, for the prize, &c.“ 
this paſſage, horſe-races, which we contend a- 
ſt, and the chriſtian's race, are © jumbled together,” 
texts, which refer to the race of believers, are drag- 
n, to prove the lawfulneſs of horſe-races. By this 
hod of applying ſcripture, it will be eaſy to prove, 
» is no God, I think no perſon, who wiſhes to con- 
> in theſe amuſements, will thank you, for ſtepping 
ard to anſwer my pamphlet. I fncerely pity that fa- 
that has ſuch a ruler in it! the blind lend the blind, 
a miracle of mercy will keep them, from falling inis 
itch together. | 
Ve have another © .jumble” in theſe words: © on- 
it is neceſſary that mediocrity ſhould be obſerved ; 
or as Solomon ſays, there is a time for every purpoſe un- 
r heaven,” Now, fir, what connection is there be- 
en mediocrity, and the words of Solomon? It you 
applied the following paſſage, it would have kept 
from « jumbling.” Let your moderation be known to 
en, But leaving out Solomon's words, have we not 
jumble” in your own ? Some amuſements are ab- 
tely ſinful. Horſe-races, playing at cards, attend- 
the theatre, and dancing, as they are mow practiſed, 
all conſider of this number, till ſome abler hand than 
in prove the contrary, Some amuſements are doubt- 
and ſhonld be uſed ſparingly, if at all. Thoſe that 
lawtul may be uſed by different perſons, according 
eir various flations, &c. Now, if © mediocrity be ob- 
erved in them all,” ſhall we not act a very fooliſh part 
h before God and man? Mediocrity is a hard word, 
ich you thought would {cmd 4vell in your paper. The 
vas not ſo much attended to. 
| he laſt text you quote, entirely defeats your pleading 
ſinful amuſements. «© Rejoice, G young man, in thy 
youth, and let thy * thee in the days of thy 


youth 
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&« youth; and walk in the ways of thy heart, and 
« the ſight of thine eyes: but know, that for all th 


« things, God will bring thee into judgement.” Th 


are two ways, both of which appear probable, in g 
plaining this text. Some commentators conſider they 
ſage as ſpoken by different perſons. A libertine ple 
for the full gratification of all his appctites and paſligh 
bst a man of God informs him, for all theſe things, i 

Halt be brought io judgement. | 

Other commentators conſider the firſt part of 
text ſpoken ironically, which amounts to the ſame thiy 
According to theſe different comments on this paſly 


the latter part forbids the former, to all, who w 
wiſh to ſtand boldly before God in the judgment. 

I am not in the leaſt aſtoniſhed, at your not he 
able to ſee any thing in my pamphlet, ſufficient to cri 
nate dancing. While you cannot ſee the difference! 
tween modern and ſcriptural dancing; nor between ah 
race, and the race of a chriſtian, it would be wrong 
expect too much from you! I hope in the future, 
will ſeek to have your eyes opened, by ſtudying theſe 
tures with prayer, and uſing every mean in your powe, 
be made aſe unto ſalvation. | 
Leet us plead with the Lord Jeſus, in all pray 
enlighten our minds by his holy Spirit, that ave mayl 
She things which make for aur peace. Let us accept of Hl 
who ig the light of the avorld; and we ſhall become l 
the Lord. While ave have thelight of the goſpel, the light 
the ſpirit, and he light of the ſaints, let us believe 
that we may walk in all things, according to the wil 
our heavenly Father. And zf 2ve walk in the light ( 
we are truly converted by the faith of Chriſt) as G 
in it, awe ſhall have fellowſhip one with another,; aul 
blood of Feſus Chriſt his ſon, ſhall cleanſe us from wy 
May the God of our mercies guide us by bis coul 
afterward receive us to glirg! Amen. 
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To Mx LEE LEWES, CouE pia. 


of t\ 

ne thin SIR, 

pally 

0 We , HEN the Pope with his Cardinals, and all the 
nt, prieſthood of Rome, clamoured againſt Luther 
ot bal his doctrine, he obſerved, „“ if they had been ſi- 


nt, he ſhonld have thought he had miſſed his mark; 
ut their n9;/e aſſured him, his work was as a nail in a 
re place.” If you, fir, and your brethren had taken 
notice of my pamphlet, I ſhould have concluded, my 
dur in a great meaſure had been in vain. But your 
no the Hypocrite, {which I read the Wedneſday 
ore you brought it on the ſtage) and now publiſhing 
r « Stage and the Pulpit,” {ſufficiently convince me, 


to crit 
CEnce ! 
en a 
wrong 
ture, | 
the lc 
POWer 


prayer you have kcerly felt what I publiſhed, on attendiug 
ma H play-houſe. 

t of H was natural for you to call my publication, « fa+ 
mne li ical thoughts,” and « nonſenſical rapſody ?? This 
the l our rhetoric. This is your way of anſwering argu- 
lieve s, and vindicating your characters, againſt my charges. 
the wu fully of your opinion, that « it would have been 
light (i you, a great mark of indiſcretion, to attack the ſin- 
) as aar, and (what you call) diſtinguiſhing fopperigs 
„; al WF! our bigotry, with the heavy armour of ſyllogiſms, 


nd citations from antiquity.” For, notwithſtanding 
Latin ſcraps you have ornamented your piece with, 
evident, you cannot diſtinguiſh between' a ſingular 
plural verb in grammar; and you ſeem to have 
or no idea, between a comma, and a period in 
Ctuation, It would be an inſult on common ſenſe to 
ole, you know any thing but the name, and a few 
ales in logic. And as our bigotry, in your opinion, 
2 18 


2 all | 
"01111gh, 


. 


and peu flage, what Dr Johnſon ſaid of Lord Cit 


4c à dancing maſter.” 


tc It may be obſerved, the ſatyriſt has proved mo 
(c yeficial to the correction of a ſtate, than the din 
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is only an „ hypockondriac difeaſe,” you ought ng 
lame our religion for it. You think, that laughing 
good humour is more likely to cure us, than * exp 
« lating and ſyllogizing.“ Then laugh on, that wei 
be fuily recovered from our wretched complaints! 

You labour hard to fupport the ' innocency d 
theatfe. You very juſtly obſerve, “ ſacred cond 
were a mere ſporting with the moſt awful myſtery 
the chriſtian religion.” While ſin, death, &c. a2 
ed on the ſtage as perſons, true religion ſuffered en 
ingly. Now, admitting that the ſtage is purged 
the cvils you allude to, has it undergone an entiren 
vation? You ſay, « the drama of the preſent day, 
& in general, a moral tendency.” Your conceſlin 
mits, that it has not always a moral tendency, 
what fort of morality does many of your comediestt 
Do they not lead to a loathing of true religion; tot 
a mock of ſin; and draw the unwary, to enter upu 
practice of thoſe things, which are held out tot 
under ſuch alluring and tempting colours ? What ar 
farces that follow many excellent tragedies, but 
calculated to corrupt the morals of all who heart 
And in many of your mt religious pieces, the nu 
God is often uſed with great irreverence. The. 
falſhoods you palm on your hearers, with the ou 
paſſages that are ſo particularly manifeſt, are a ſul 
proof of their bad tendency, If we add the pn 
of moſt that act theſe pieces, we may juſtly apply 


ield's letters to his ſon: You teach by exampl 
dectrine, “ the morals of a whore, and the mann 


Are the following expreſſions as true as the g0 


« legiſlator.” The legiſlator has not only pon 
frame laws „ both wiſe and judicious,” but al 
« impede the progreſs of vice and folly,” in ven 
caſes. He can keep us back from a number ofc 


« that debilitate our conſtitution, deſtroy our ſub un 


i 


e 


15 "> 
fophy. Tou talk of „nature planting in us“ this g 
recting ſenſe. Is not this mode of expreſſing your 
rather atheiſtical ? Is it not HIM, in whom we ling 
move and have our being, that plants every good diſh 
tion in our heart? Is not nature Herſelf, and all thy 
good in her, the work of his hand? 

If we believe your divinity, « a defire of public 
mation“ will do more for us, than © J/azv or relig 
in correcting the diſpoſition of our heart, Your «q 
recting ſenile,” may ſtimulate thouſands in the purſuit 
arts and ſciences; and engage them to enter up 
number of things which are calculated to make «þ 
tc perſonal character reſpectable,“ but let me aſſurey 
ir, that nothing can change and renew the diſpoſi 
of our heart, but the grace of God, which brings ſal 
Except we are born again, of the water and Spiri 
life and converſation will never be as becometh the g 
of Christ. 

Your philoſophy does not appear mnch to your 
vantage. You ſay, „ nature has planted a ſenſe in 
and, that this ſenſe is, a „ deſire of public eſtimati 
Now, fir, does « a ſenſe” belong to the body 
the mind ? If this be a ſenſe of the body, you ought 
be rewarded, by every univerſity in this kingdom, 
finding it out | But if a « defire of public eſtimatial 
be purely an exerciſe of the mind, ought you not tob ec 
proved, for publiſhing your abſurdities to the v 
Do you not fee in this paſſage, that your thonghts 
« fanatical;z” and that “ nonfenſical rapſody” is 

proper name? And why beholdeft thou the mote thati 
thy brother's eye, but e not the beam that is in 
on eye? Or how fhalt thou ſay to thy brother, let me pub 
the mote out of Finds eye ; and behold a beam is in thine 
Thu HY POCRIT. \ fir ft caft the beam out of thin" 
eye ; and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caft out the mite ogp'3 
hy brother's che. Matt. vii. 3. 4. 5. 
You add, « it is this ſuſceptibility of ſhame and iy 

« which gives the ſtage its efficiency.” In ſome 

the ſtage may bring notorious crimes to a ſinner's re 


Brance with diſtreſs, and may laugh ſome pe1ſons 


| A3 | 
darticular public ſins. But-the number of thoſe who 


this 1 

your tels and forſake any fin, by the influence of the ſtage, 
e live ut very few; and is rather a proof that God can 
d dig eood out of evil in ſome caſes, than the lawfulneſs 


theatrical amuſements. There have been perſons 
orious for blaſphemy, that have been terrified by 


all thy 


ablic WS: own oaths, and not only renounced this fin, but 
- relixnWry thing contrary to God; and under the grace and 
zur „ uence of the Spirit of Chriſt, have become exemplar 

purſitWMiſtians. I lately heard of a perſon, that ſolemnly de- 
r up ed, he would rather be damned in hell for ever, than 
ke a certain religious ſociety, and be ſubject to their 


iſſure fs. His own words, however, wrought ſo power- 
diſpotifMWy upon his mind, as to force him to ſeek mercy for his 
5 ſalwW, and join that people he had ſo much deſpiſed. - But 
Shirt cannot ſuppoſe, the crimes of ſuch perſons were in 
b the off {coſe according to the will of their maker: he only 

r-ruled them by his grace, to their advantage and 
» your ation. Very many of your pieces are calculated to 
-nfe in finners, but God can, on particular occaſions, prevent 


ſtimati 
body 0 
u ouglt 
gdom, 
ſtimatia 
ot tobe 


r pernicious influence. This ought by no means to 

attributed to you or your work ; but rather, to a miracle 

ercy, Which God is pleaſed to accompliſh, for his 
plory. 

WV bat you have publiſhed, of a young man being con- 

ed to virtue, by the influence of the ſtage, is by ne 


the wolf ſufficient to juſtify your conduct. He might be 
onghts Wverted from his rotorious vices, but this account gives 
ly” is o information, of his being converted in heart to 
te that ; and of his being made a mew creature in Chriſt 
it is in Ws. You might have referred us to Dr Chandler's 
ne puphlet, which was plentifully circulated thro! this 
; thine ogy a few years ago; but this would have conflrained you 
F thin ſp =< fold your pamphlet for a penny, or two pence 3 
e mote ave now eight oftavo pages, for three-pence. But 


inform us, the poor ſhall have all the benefit of your 


and k. And as it is ſuppoſed, you are as poor a ſet as 
ſome under heaven, notwithſtanding your appearance in 
er's ren world; you can apply the benefits of this publication 
perſon. ourſelves, without any breach of faith, Perhaps this 
il 


* 


K — 0 - v4 — — —U— —y„—᷑—— — 
— — — —— — — 


= 44 
will account for your ſelling a penny pamphlet for th 
- pence! This 7mpoſition on the public, may anſyy 
good end to you and your brethren | 275 

You know in your conſcience, fir, that whatever 
ſay of religion and morality in your publication, you; 
not aiming at making the world moral and religy 

You are not ignorant, that very many of the pn 
you act, are exceedingly immoral; and you are oblige 
bring ſuch pieces upon the ſtage, or your craft yy 
ſoon be at an end. Your friends would forſake yay 
you confined yourſelves to religion and morality, I 
can hear enough of theſe, without money, aud wi 
rice. 
While you only act as “ ſatiriſts,“ can you expet 
bring ſinners to God, by the faith of the Lord [c 
Can you laugh them into that religion, which will 
their ſouls ? Where one is drawn a {tep or two 
from perdition, thouſands are hurricd forward þ 
means, in the broad way that leads to deſtruction— 
I am fully perſuaded, that not one of you, Pla- 
pe& to be ſaved, unleſs you renounce the ſtapy 
[ well as your ſins; and turn ſincerely to Goch! 
all your heart and ſoul—You may ſport too long 
your own, and the ſouls of others. You may force ji 
{elves to a laugh, at what I now advance; but yourdf 
heart will witneſs the truth and reaſonableneſs of 
doctrine. Do not pretend you are the ſervants of G 
ſhowing ſinners the way to eternal ſalvation. It is © 
ing hypocrily” in you, to hint at it, While young 
the mark of the beaff ſo publicly before all, none canbe 
norant, to what maſter you belong. 

You obſerve, fir, „If I have any candour, I ſhal 
the impropriety of my ill-timed attack on the {tax 
which you ſay, is “ feeble as ſnow-balls thrown 
« Gibraltar.“ All the candour I have, will not: 
me for a moment, to condemn myſelf for what e 
done. It will be impoſſible for you to perſuade 
perſon, who knows the ſtage of the preſent day, i 
« ſtands on the rock of innocency, mounted with 
batteries,” It rather ſtands on the /aund of guilt, a 
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for u ended by /arire, burleſque, and buffomery. While you 
anſyetiouc to ſow the ſeed of eternal death from it, our 
X y is, to call on you, and your followers, both from 


atever I pulpit and preſs, 2% fy from the wwrath to eome. And 
1, you ther you will hear or forbear, this is the only wa 
religa us, 70 be clear of your blood. | 
the f my attack is © feeble as ſnow-balls, thrown againſt 
obligei raltar,“ what is the reaſon you are fo much alarm- 
aft i You have mounted your heavieſt guns, and called 


hands to work, as though you thought yourſelves on 
briak of ruin. Oh! Mr Lee Lewes, what an in- 
ſiſtent part you act, as the chief gunner of the ſtage !. 
at is the reaſon you fire from your tub-pripit and 


ke you, 
ty. 1 
ad ui 


1 expein e preſt, when you declare you are in no danger? 
ord not every unprejudicedperſon, call you enthufrafti 


hypocrites ? 


h will | 
kter you had defended your cauſe to the utmoſt of 


two! 
ard h ability, you come to this concluſion. © We fhould 
tion equently revere the „age, and correct ourſelves; we 


ald not avoid it as the detector, but as the friendly 


altar, 
Mitor, If it ſpeaks ſevere truths, we ſhould condemn 


ſtage, 


God, own conduct, which gives it the power.” You in- 
long ate in this paſſage, that the ſtage acts as a friendly 
force H itor; {peaks ſevere truths ; leads a man to condemn 


elf, if a ſinner 3 and if he ſybmit to its dictates, he 
correct and amend his life. Can you imagine, 
that this fine account of the age will paſs for truth? 
ny pamphlet, I have given the dark fide of it, and 
you overthrow what I ſaid of the pieces you act, and 
our own converſation, I ſhall ſtill conſider my ac- 
Int to be founded on the baſis of truth. It 'is 


t yourt 
eis of 
ts of 0 
t 1s © 
> youd 
e canbe 


I hall ral for you to obſerve, « we ſhould conſequently 
he ſtag ere the ſtage.” If you confine the expreſſion to 
throw relf and your brethren, who have a greater right to 
1 not re it than you? By this craft you have all your gain! 
what ou were not to reſpect it yourſelves, you would di{- 


er ſuch ingratitude to your goddeſs, as would be 
orthy of your character It is alſo your intereſt, to 
others to revere your idol. If they were to ceaſe 
ing adoration to her, you would be ruined. While 
you 


rſuade 
day, il 
With u 
ill a 


[ you can blind the eyes of fb people, and perſuade th 
4 | that the ſtage is friendly to religion and morality, 
will have your gain from your own quarter. | 
In the ſeventh page, you endeavour to make) 
| readers believe, that my worthy colleagne condi 
| a diſcourſe, with the nonſenſe you are pleaſed to ii 
[| and then add J give you credit for that, whi 
. mote than you would give us for your candles.“ 

1 know, he did give you credit for his candles; andj 
| know ſomething more on this ſubject. You left] 

dee without paying for many of them, or without gi 
him any information of your removal—He was ng 

only perſon you ſerved in this manner. He can 
this city, ſoon after you came, and applied repeated 
Mr Wilſon, &c. for his money, without ſucceſs. 

When he was going into the country, he wrote 
letter, (which you might have publiſhed, to confute] 
own talihood) informing you, if you did not pay hu 
fore he left this place, he ſhould leave your account| 

another he had from a friend in Dundee, of the ſame 
ture, in the hands of a gentleman of the law, th 
might finiſh that buſineſs with yon. As you had 
been a few weeks here, you had wiſdom enough u 
cern, that, if a lawyer was to force you to pay 

Dundee debts, the people of this city would hae 
eyes opened, and not ſuffer you to get far into. 

books. The credit of your ſtage being at flake, yon 

him his money without being compelled to it by 

I hope the inhabitants of Aberdeen will take thi 
and keep a good look out upon you. If you m 
e moonlight flitting” from hence, they may have u 
low you farther than Dundee, and not be rewarded 

the ſame ſucceſs he had. | 41 5 | 

1 I can aſſure you, ſir, that my worthy colleagu 
no hand in writing the pamphlet I publiſhed. He 
not know I had written it, till the laſt proof ſhea 
gone to the preſs. Your attack on his character W 
him no harm. His ability to preach the goſpel 
his popularity, and the ſucceſs that attends his miniſtry 
known to thouſands, both in England and 5cotian 
He married a lady in Dundee, who was fixed 
good buſineſs, which he continued. But all wil 
acquainted with his character know how he has be 
ji 


— — —— — 


> — — 
= — | 724 2 
- N - 
”" 


— 


* 
— 


F 
1 in the miniſtry,” ſince his marriage. He has 


eg hed ſeveral years ſince that time, and left the care 


ity, buſineſs, to Mrs S—— , and their ſervants, — 

# hc has been at home with his family, his plan 
* ed him to preach twice in the week. For theſe 
nd 


as, he received no benefit for himſelf or his fami- 
* Pray, ſir, is there any thing ſinful or diſhonourable 
l 

(6, that be may preach a free goſpel? If a clergy- 
1 this kingdom, with a good ſtipend, be allowed to 
farming, is there any thing diſhonourable in the 
ter of my friend, for preaching two or three times 


ny ſermons ſince his marriage, as moſt of the cler- 


and) 
left! 
ut on 
18 0 
cam 


this kingdom have done in that time, and ſupport- 
ate ntelf and his family, by his buſineſs? If the diſci- 
s our Lord, and the firſt preachers of the goſpel 
ON at with heir oon bands to ſupply their wants, my 
—_ ove has no need. to be aſhamed of his employ.— 


count! has abundantly bleſſed him in his baſket and in his 


0 He has now devoted himſelf wholly to the work 
n * e miniſtry, and will have his ſatigfaction, that he 
* avel without being burthenſome to the churches. 


e you are like Pharaoh's lean kine, devouring the 


vgh u e ſums you artfully draw from the public, and are 


) pay! 


Wd to /tut from place to place, to keep yourſelves 
Hon priſon, he can go on his way rejoicing. 
mie reſemble the ground St Paul ſpeaks of in the 6th 
"7 7, 8 verſes. It received the ſhowers of heaven, 
1 nly brought forth briers and thorns ; was nigh unts 


p, whoſe end was to be burned. What ſhowers of 
g are poured in upon you, by thoſe who attend the 
e, and yet it generally nappens, when you leave a 
the briars and thorns of. your debts, &c. are mani- 
to the pain and affliftion of very many families; 
you are expoſed to the pains of the ſecond death. 


you U 
have 0 
varded 


eng | 
d. He 


ew years ago, I was at Malton in Yorkſhire, where 

of ſheet f cc * ”” . * 
ger u of your hunger bitten“ tribe made their ap- 
a el ce. Very many in that place were deſirous of hav- 
Sn em continued; but the town-officers got warrants 
colin the magiſtrates, and took fourteen of them up.— 


of them were fine young men, who had received 


ed ! f 
's ee education from their parents, but by their our 


all wh 
Pas becl 
pi 


folh, 


riſtianity, for a miniſter to follow an advantageous 


r 
PW; a4" 
fall fi themſelves to TH | 
ing b the the ſtage. | Some | 

. witha great deal of concern, tha = 
ed to Jive, &c. upon two. ſhillings: a week, fang 
months. Potatoes had been their principal deit. 
were d witted to the hithſe of correction, but th ij 
pity fon releaſed: them, on thcir 1 4 
ing to quit Rat neighbourbood. IM 
If you read — ce the 1 Calendy 2 
dc every other ſeſſional record, you will find » 188 
dꝛohutever — to our connection, that came Wy 
untimely end. rites, and fallen miniſters 2 | 
been expelled onx;ſocictics, and after this, . 
them have — 2 np to notorious e 4 * 
. - have brought on them the iron hand of the lav 
| os 4: very few, / any of theſe, have atoned for their cin | 
the gallows. And if petfons. of this deſcription ha 
to an untimely death, they no more belongedu 
_ ſociety, thandFou do; and, thereforb, cannot ja 
brought forward t dur ſhame. - But a flight 2 
- $4ace- with that calendar, and feſſional records, 
_ -- © conyince yenrof a number of your friends, wi 
A uſteretl imptiſonment and death, as à reward 1 5 
Crimes: And have you not mei even in l = ; 
that dere-not: ſhow their faces in the South of U 
for fear of being rreſtad and caſt into priſon ? 
got your: pteſent differences about your women, ff bp 
ently prove, that you are the my 8, n 1 
aebi? be | 
Maud it not have been more to your bdnoer of 
2 have vindicated your characters, andi 
ed your honeſty and uprightneſs to the world, t 3 
Acta as yon have done ? Is not your ſilence on ti 
A tacit acknowledgement of my former charges Wd, 
Witham the leaſt bypocrify, : Lboth — 
Pray for your Ml vation. And whatever you or 
Perſon may think of me acid my brethren, ur 1 
— it our buſimeſs, to ſeek your ee and 

ere 2 e ene 

Tour ana — in the Goſpel gol 


